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The profesgor's face was for a mo
ment troubled. He moved to hiz !
rummeaged about Tor a time, and
ly produced an ancient volume
“T'his really belongs to my brother,
Lord Ashleigh" he explained. “He
brought it over with him to show me
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he admitted. “Our country
places are like gewgaw palaces coms
pared to this, Makes me kind of
sorry,” he went on regretfully, “that
I didn't bring Lenora along."
The professor shook his head.
“You were very wise,” he sald, “My
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“Craig Disappeared About Here, Sir."

the particulars of hlg escape, Lord |
Ashieigh? The sooner we geét the hang
of things the better.” |
“You know, of coursze,” he began,|
“that Cralg was arrested at Liverpool
in consequence of communications
from tlhie New York police. I under-
stand that 4t was with great difficulty
he was discovered, and it 1s quite clear
that on the ship had been
hi¢ bribed. However, he was ar
restod, brought to London, and then
down here for purposes identiflca-
tion: 1 would have gone to Londoh
vaelf, and, in fact, offéred to do 80,
the other hand, as there are

hera on the estate to whom he
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About hall a mile from the
ntrance to park the road
acrons o rathor degolate strip ol
country with a lot of low undeérgrowth
on gide. We ve hnd a Httle
trouble with poachers thore, ns there
is 4 #ort of gypsy camp on some come
mon land a little way away, My hoad
keeper, to whom the very ldea of n
poacher is intolerable, was patrolling
this ground himself that afternoon and
caught sight of one of these gypsy
fellows setting a trap. He chased bim,
and more, 1 am sure, to frighten him
than anything else, when he saw that
the fellow was getting away, he fired
his gun, just a3 the dogcart was pass

back seat,
the driver
south ¢

ruans

ong

ae goon as we could get togelher one
or two of the keepers and a few of
the local constabulary, we started
off again from here The dogs brought
us without a c¢heck to this shed, and
started off agaln this way.”

They walked another half mile
ncross a reedy swamp, Every now
and then they had to jump across a
emall dyke, nnd thay had to
miake a detour to avoid an osler bed.
They came at last to the river;

“Now, T ean ghow yvou exactly how
that fellow put us off the scent here,”
their golde procecded, “He seems (o
have pleked hing, Wdgar, In
those South American teips of yours,
for n cleversr thing 1 never
You all thege bulrushes every-:
whera—clouds of them all along the

once
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enll them (ulea, mut
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“"When Cralg ed
Ashlelgh continus “he must have
heard the boying of the dogs in the
distance and he koew that the gams
wis up unless Hi put them off
the scent e o quantity of these
bulrushes from a little farther
bhehind thoze trees, then stepped bold-
Iy into the middle of the water, wad:
ed down to that gpot where, ag you
gee, the trees hang over, stood stock
still and leansd them all around him,
It was dusk when the chase reached
the river bank, and 1 have no doubt
the bulrushes presented quite a natur-
al appearance. At any rate, although
the dogs came without a check to the
edge of the river, where he stepped
off, they never picked the seent up
again elther on this side or the other
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You see, &ir.” he on, turn-
ta Quest, “"the where he
could emerge from the tract of coun-
try are pretty well gunrded, and he'l
be in fine mess, when he does put
in an to show himself
upon & publie rond.  Yet by thistime
I should suy he must be nigh starved
Saoner ar later he'll have to come out
for food I’ L Hittle
mind admit
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believe

zle file, to
the road and up to the house, Lord
Ashleigh did his best o dispel a queer
Hitle sensation of uncasiness which
geemed to have arisen in the minds of
all of them. |

“Come," he suid, “we must put aside
our disappointment for the present, |
and remember that after all the
chances are thatl Crafg will never make |
his escape allve. Let ns forget him |
for o little while. Mr, Quest,” he
added, a few minutes later, s they
reached the hall, “Moreton here will
show wvou your room and look aftes
yoi. Please lgt me know if you will
take an aperitif. I can recommend my
gherry, We dine ot eight o'clock. Ed:
gar, you know your way. The blue
room, ol courge. 1 am coming up
with you myself. Her ladyship back
yel, Moreton?

“Not yet, my lord.”

"Lady Ashlelgh,” her husband ex-|
plelned, “has gone to the other side of
the county o open a bnzaar. She is
looking forward 1o the pleasure of wel

coming you ot dinner time."
v L] L ] 2l L . -

They made thelr way, sing

Dinner. served, ount of eompliment to
thelr transatinntie visitor, In the great
binqueting hall, Quest, espe |
clnlly, a most impressive meal, They |
gat at a smell ronnd table lit by
ghaded lights, In the cenler of an
apartment which was large in reality,
and whiech geemad vast by gon ol |
the shadows which hovered arotnd the
unlit spaces. Prom the walls frowned
down a long duceession of famlly por
traite—Ashleighs in the queer Tudor
coslume of VI¥, Ashlelgha In
chain armor, sword In hand, o chirger
walting, regurdless of perspective, in
the near distance; Aghleighs befrilled
and bewigged; Ashlelghs In the court
dress of the Geovgoes—judges, suilors,
ptatesmen and soldiers, A collection
of armer which would have gladdened
the eye of many an antigquarian, was
ranged along the bluck-paneled walls,
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something moving
of that oak,” L8 mut-

| on to the puth, across Lhe lawn, over

n wire fence and into the park itself
All the time he kKept his eyes Hxed on
1 certain spot, When at Iast he |
reached the tree there was nothing
there. He looked all avound lim. Ife
stood and lstened for several who-
ments, A more utterly peaceful night
oF more utter popce it would be lurd
to imagine. Slowly he mrde hid Qay
buck to the house.

“Iimagine we are all a lttle ng
tonkght,” he remarked. Thore's 1
ing doing onl there”

They strolled about for a
more,  lool different
showing thaeir guest the lpest plett
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Avhlcigh cor

threw his windows open

the park, more cloarly
llght of the plowly rising moon,
There was stnreely o breezo sthring
perrealy a gound even frem the nulmul
werld, Neverihieless, Quast, ton, n8 ri-
Hietantly he mada his preparations for
retiring forr the night, wng conscious
of that guer sensntion ol vnimagined
and Impalpable danger.
(TO BY CONTINUED)
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